
 

 

CHAPTER 2 

 

Proxemics 

 

21. Proxemics 

 Proxemics is the term coined by Professor Edward T. Hall, author of such well 

known works as The Silent Language (1959), The Hidden Dimension (1969), and 

Beyond Culture 1977), to refer to ‘the study of how man uses space – the space that 

he maintains between himself and his fellows and which he builds around him in 

his home and office’. It is the study of the ways in which individuals use physical 

space in their interactions with others and how this use of physical space in their 

interactions with others and how this use of physical space influences behaviour of 

all concerned. In the words of Professor Hall, proxemics studies ‘how man 

unconsciously structures microspace – the distance between men in the conduct 

of daily transactions, the organization of space in his houses and buildings, and 

ultimately the layout of his towns.’ 

Proxemic research is based on the concept of territoriality. Territoriality is a basic 

concept in the study of animal behavior. It is defined as behaviour by which an 

organism characteristically lays claim to an area and defends it against members of 

its own and other species. Occupation, cultivation, preservation and utilization of 

space in transactions. 














































































